
“OLD MOON”
Ka'toyi (Kah-doi-yee) is another, more historical way
to refer to this 4th winter lunar cycle.  This Blackfoot
word references the shortage of food that was
experienced at this time of year.  

Pronounced: 
 Ooh-mah-ksa-key-soom

Important Dates in the Old Moon  
January 4th - National Ribbon Skirt Day
January 11th - Lethbridge School Division celebrates Ribbon
Skirt Day 
January 18th/19th - Last Day of Semester 1 classes  
                   Good Luck on your Exams Students!!
January 30th - Semester 2 begins

JANUARY 2024

Ómahksíki’sommiksi

I'TAAMIMAANSSTOYI!
Happy New Year!



Mary Jane McAllum, a member of Cree First Nation and Manitoba Senator, passed a Bill in
2020 that declared Jan. 4, 2023, as the first National Ribbon Skirt Day. The federal

government shared a statement, reflecting that “this day is to learn more about and to
celebrate Indigenous cultures, traditions, histories and contributions to Canada."

In Canadian history, there was a time (1884-1951) when the Indian Act dictated to First
Nations peoples that it was illegal to practice our culture. Under the Indian Act, it was also
illegal to wear traditional clothes from 1914 to 1951. National Ribbon Skirt Day is a time to

celebrate First Nations, Métis and Inuit culture, while remembering the harsh laws imposed
upon our way of life. It is also a time for settlers to reflect on cultural safety and how

Canadians can continue to work towards Truth and Reconciliation. 
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2nd National Ribbon Skirt Day
L E T H B R I D G E  S C H O O L  D I V I S I O N  W I L L

C E L E B R A T E  R I B B O N  S K I R T / S H I R T
D A Y  O N  T H U R S D A Y  J A N U A R Y  1 1 T H .

 W E A R  Y O U R  R I B B O N  S K I R T  O R
R I B B O N  S H I R T  T O  S C H O O L  W I T H

P R I D E !

In 2020 Isabella Kulak wore a Ribbon Skirt to her school formal day and was told she should have worn
something more appropriate- something store bought, like the rest of the girls in her class. This incident left

Isabella feeling very upset, but never ashamed. Her story went viral and inspired thousands of Indigenous
people across Canada to wear their Ribbon Skirts and Shirts with pride!

https://padlet.com/indigenouseducation/indigenous-education-3wm0wzbnfevhzshd/wish/2110167919
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/ribbon-skirt-movement-1.5862052


If you would like to get involved with our ‘Kitsiikakomimm’ inititive this year for
the month of February, where we collect supplies for the less fortunate, please

contact shawnee.bigbull@lethsd.ab.ca or reach out to your High School
Indigenous Grad Coach for more information and collaboration. 

Throughout our Communities... 



Click to watch Lily’s
acceptance speech

where she
acknowledges

attendees as well as
millions of viewers

worldwide in Blackfoot! 
One of the songs featured on
“Killers of the Flower Moon”

film is “Midnight Sun” by
Reuben and the Dark, and
the Bullhorn Singers, - a
drum group from here in

Sikoookohtok (Lethbridge).  
Check it out! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvdCkh1SDfQ

